
ENGLISH 11th Grade       RABBI ISRALEWITZ 
June 8, 2020 

 
Hello, everyone! 
 
Welcome to our second Argument for this school year. 
 
I owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to my Rebbe, HaRav Yeruchim Leshinsky  
Shlita for giving so generously of his time to help bring this project to fruition. 
 
The basic procedure for writing this Argument is the same as the previous one. 
1. Chose one side of the Argument 
2. Choose 3 out of 4 groups of documents 
3. Quote from the document and add analysis.  Political cartoons only require a 

 brief analysis of what the cartoon is trying to bring out. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  All documents are labeled in the upper right hand corner 
with a number that corresponds to the index list provided below.  I strongly  
urge that everyone should read document 4B, (Questions and Answers of what  
the new normal is all about) regardless if you choose to write about group 4.    
In general, there seems to be a lot of misinformation circulating concerning the 
topics that are covered in this document, that will be clarified by reading  
document 4B carefully.  If any documents did not come out clearly, please  
call me.  I will arrange for a replacement. 
 
As always, make sure that each page of your submission has your name, class  
number and date on it. 

 
 

 
 

  



ENGLISH 11th Grade        RABBI ISRALEWITZ 
 

WRITING AN SUCCESSFUL ARGUMENT 

 

TOPIC:  LIVING AS A SURVIVOR 
TIME TO MOVE ON 

or TIME TO REFLECT UPON 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
When I was in 12th Grade in the Mirrer Yeshiva Mesivta (yes, we had a 12th grade back then) I was zocheh to 
 be in the shiur of HaRav Yeruchim Leshinsky shlita.  One day, the discussion in class drifted onto the topic  
of the Holocaust (this was about 30 years after the Holocaust.)   

 
After a brief discussion, Rabbi Leshinsky said:  “You have to know that all of us sitting here, young and old,  
we all have to consider ourselves survivors.  And as survivors we have to think: What does HaKadosh 
 Boruch Hu want of US and expect of US?” 

 
When I spoke to Rabbi Leshinsky shlita, and I reminded him of this vort that he said,  I asked him if he felt  
this same concept applied  to the current Coronavirus magefah.  He answered affirmatively, that  it would 
definitely  be very applicable.  Subsequently, over the course of several weeks, I went through all the seforim, 
tapes and weekly/daily “Toras Avigdors” to find ideas and lessons from Rav Avigdor Miller z”l that might  
apply to this coronavirus magefah. 

 
I managed to create a list of over 20 ideas.  I then contacted Rabbi Leshinsky to discuss the list with him.   
My goal was to locate with Rabbi Leshinsky’s assistance, the four main ideas that would be the most relevant 
 to an 11th grade Ben Torah, and at the same time fit in with Rabbi Leshinsky’s  theme of “Living as a Survivor” 

 
The 4 main ideas selected by Rabbi Leshinsky that he felt should be learned by every Ben Torah from  
the Corona Virus magefah are as follows: 

 
1. To learn to feel and appreciate what others have gone through these past 4 months, both the patients 

afflicted with Covid-19, and the medical staff treating them. 
2. To continue to be diligent in protecting ourselves against the Coronavirus, as recommended by our 

 physicians and health authorities, and to carefully avoid the attitudes of the Umos Ha’Olam who take 
unnecessary risks with their health and “throw caution to the wind” because of their misguided attitudes.  

3. To continue to avoid “non-essential” activities that distract us from our concentrating on Torah  
U’Mitzvos. 
(Restriction of “non-essential” businesses and activities having been a very prominent feature of the 
Coronavirus pandemic.) 

4. To learn to be extremely happy when things get back to “normal,” even if it’s a “new normal.”  
 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 
For your convenience, the following is a list with the four points, together with a detailed list of  
the documents associated with each point. 

 
 

1. To learn to feel and appreciate what others have gone through these past 4 months, both the 
patients afflicted with Covid-19 and the medical staff treating them. 
 
1a. From Sefer Rejoice O Youth by Rav Avigdor Miller z”l. 
1b. Life as a  Frum ER Doctor During COVID-19 (reprinted from the Hamodiah) 
1c. “The Survivor” –  the complete story of the very first Covid-19 Coronavirus case in the State of NJ. 

 
2. To continue to be diligent in protecting ourselves against the Coronavirus, as recommended by our  

physicians and health authorities, and avoid the attitudes of the Umos Ha’Olam who take unnecessary risks with 
their health and “throw caution to the wind”  because of misguided attitudes. 

 
2a. FromSefer Sing You Righteous by Rav Avigdor Miller z”l. 
2b. The importance of wearing a mask 
2c. Editor’s letter (editorial) 
2d. Five political cartoons about the controversy of when to re-open states 
 

3. To learn to avoid “non-essential” activities that take away our concentrating on Torah U’Mitzvos. 
 

3a. From Toras Avigdor – Behar-Bechukosai 
3b.From Sefer Rejoice O Youth by Rav Avigdor Miller z”l. 
3c. Viewpoint (brief editorials) 
 

4. To learn to be extremely happy when things get back to “normal,” even if it’s a “new normal.” 
 
4a. From Toras Avigdor Tazria-Metzora – Being happy with the “new normal.” 
4b. Questions and answers about what the “new normal” is all about, from Dr. Bar-Zeev (reprinted  
from the Hamodiah) 
4c. Political cartoons about the new normal. 
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