
ENGLISH 11th Grade         May 18, 2020 
 
 

WRITING A SUCCESSFUL ARGUMENT 
On the Common Core ELA Regents 

 

 
IMPORTANT 

 
Since this is our very first argument that we are writing, it is very important to call in on our 
conference call this Monday, May 18th between 4:00 – 4:20 PM at  
917-932-8638. 
 
Also, before you start writing, please be sure to read carefully the general instructions for 
writing an Argument on the Common Core ELA, that has been copied from an actual Regents, 
and attached at the very end of the booklet. 
 
Looking forward to speaking to all of you on our conference call. 
  



TOPIC 
 

QUARANTINE, ISOLATION AND SOCIAL DISTANCING: 
A MAJOR LIFE SAVING INCONVENIENCE OR  

A MAJOR LIFE SAVING SPIRITUAL AWAKENING 
 

INTRTODUCTION 
 
For the past few months, Klal Yisroel has found itself engulfed in a raging storm, a veritable tsunami of 
ongoing sorrow, grief and tragedy due to the Coronavirus. 
 
For most of Klal Yisroel, and for Bnei Yeshiva in particular, these very necessary life saving measures 
of quarantine and isolation, have created many special and unique challenges. 
 
And while the daily routine of all of Klal Yisroel has been dramatically affected and altered, Bnei 
Yeshiva in particular have been impacted in a most profound way.  
 
Temporarily gone from their lives is the “geshmak” of davening with a Yeshiva minyan, the 
“Shteiging” that comes from learning together in the classroom or Bais HaMedash together with their 
Rebbeim, and being able to do Chazarah or Mishmar with an abundance of Pilpul Chaverim, all under 
the guidance of their Rebbeim. 
 
Also, not to be minimized, is the fact that gone is the plain “geshmak” of having a breakfast, lunch and 
supper “schmooze” with one’s chaverim in the Yeshiva dining room, or that brief basketball game 
before B’kius, English or Night Seder, both of which are so necessary for a Bochur’s Menuchas 
HaNefesh and Simchas HaChaim. 
 

The question now arises for Bnei Yeshiva:  While it is understood that these MAJOR LIFE SAVING 
MEASURES OF QUARANTINE AND ISOLATION are indeed very necessary to stop the spread of a very 
dangerous and deadly virus, how are we to view it?  By what perspective should we view these life 
saving measures?  Should we just view all this as a very necessary disruption and inconvenience, or 
can we possibly see in all this a deeper, more meaningful dimension? 
  



 DOCUMENTS 
 
GROUP #1 
Rav Avigdor Miller z”l On Quarantine and Isolation 
 
GROUP #2 
The 1918-1919 Flu Pandemic in America – Important lessons for today to be learnt from the 
past. 
 
GROUP #3 
The Science of Corona Virus COVID-19 
 
GROUP #4 
Editorials and Editorial Cartoons on Quarantine and Isolation 
 
CHOOOSE ANY 3 GROUPS OF DOCUMENTS TO USE IN WRITING YOUR ARGUMENT.   
 
PLEASE RETAIN ALL DOCUMENTS, AS SOME MAY BE NEEDED FOR WRITING FUTURE 
ARGUMENTS. 
  



Document 1A-  

Toras Avigdor Parshas Tazria Metzora 

 

  





Document 1B 

Rabbi Avigdor Miller’s Sefer – A Kingdom of Cohanim 

 



Document 2A 

 

Document 2B 



 



Document 3A 

 

 



Document 3B

 

 

Document 3C 

 

  



Document 4A 

 
 

Document 4B 
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Document 4E 

 
  



 


