
ENGLISH 11A and 11B 

To My esteemed 11th grade students, 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone Me’Omko Libi who took out the 
time to say Mishnayos for my brother, Yisroel Chaim ben Reuven Mordechai, 
whose shloshim is Sunday night and Monday, May 4th. 
 
A special, special thank you goes to Rabbi Faivushevitz for arranging the 
Mishnayos project. 
 
I also want to thank all of those in the Mesivta and Bais HaMedrash who 
constantly said Tehillim and Tefilos for my brother during his long illness, before 
he was cut down by the Covid-19 Corona Virus. 
 
May we all share only simchos from here on in. 
 

*************** 
 
I have to thank all of you for the impressive responses that I received to this past 
week’s assignment.  Your papers were very thorough, and very complete, and 
done with the quality writing required by a Common Core ELA Regents. 
 
I want to give a very special “shout out” to the following students:  Yehuda Zev 
Boiangiu, Yaakov Dovid Canant, Avi Beckerman, Sholom Federman, Yaakov Gold, 
Meir Kipper, Yitzchok Mosoev and Yehuda Itzkowitz.  You all “chapped” right 
away that the Artscroll team had indeed made a major error, and that IRONY was 
NOT a PREVALENT Literary Element in the story “The Stamp Collection,” but 
rather utilized only briefly at the very end of the story.  Rather, characterization, 
conflict, flashback and foreshadowing are the PREVALENT Literary Elements, 
which is what is required to identify and write about on the Common Core ELA 
Regents. 
 



As you might recall, I mentioned last week, that I had complete confidence that 
you guys are bigger experts on the subject of Text Analysis than the Artscroll team 
and you just proved it! (F.Y.I. “shout out”= colloquial English for “special 
recognition.”) 
 
All of your papers have been printed out, marked and annotated, but at this time, 
I do not have a set up that allows for easy responses.  Sorry about that, but you 
are always welcome to call me at 718-404-8422 between 4:00 – 10:00 PM.  I 
always enjoy hearing  from all of you. 
 
Now,on to our new assignment.  They story we will be reading  this week is “Rain, 
Rain Go Away” by the famous author Issac Asimov.  This story has a vague 
connection to the COVID-19 Corona Virus pandemic.  So before we give you the 
story to read and the assignment, lets go to the  

STORY BEHIND THE STORY. 
 
In the spring of 2018, the United States dispatched a special Task Force together 
with the staff from the U.S. Embassy in Beijing to visit the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology (which is located just 300 yards from the seafood market in Wuhan that 
was the alleged origin of this pandemic Corona virus.)  This Wuhan Institute of 
Virology lab was in the process of studying dangerous, deadly Corona  viruses that 
could leap from animals to humans.   
 
Among the members of this 2018 Task Force,  besides the scientists and 
ambassadors, was a Chief Leutenant Carmino of the N.Y.P.D. Special Task Force 
on Counter Terrorism.  His job was to evaluate the lab and see if the lab had 
enough security to ward off any attempts by terrorists to steal the deadly viruses 
and use them for bio-terrorism. 
 
This Task Force sent from the U.S. embassy, a report containing two conclusions 
to Washington: 

1.  That there was totally inadequate security at the lab, and 



2. There was a serious shortage of appropriately trained technicians to 
implement adequate safety measures. 

For whatever reason, Washington chose not to act on this report at that time (as 
of the date of this writing, Sunday, May 3rd the origin of the virus is still being 
discussed and disputed.  China says that the pandemic began at the seafood 
market in Wuhan.) 
 
Back in August 2003, two years after 9/11, my family and I had the opportunity to 
have an extended conversation and “interview” with Chief Leutenant Carmino of 
the N.Y.P.D. Counter Terrorism Task Force.  At that time, he was Seargent 
Carmino in charge of Counter Terrorism at the Manhattan South Ferry terminal of 
the Staten Island Ferry.  During my “interview” with him (a story in itself, but we 
will leave it for another time), he asked me what my occupation was (a natural 
question for a policeman in his position) and I replied that I was a High School 
English and Math teacher.  Looking a bit surprised (I guess he tought I would 
respond “Clergy”), he asked me “Did you ever read the story “Rain,Rain Go Away 
by Issac Asimov?  Quite astonished that a Counter Terrorism N.Y.P.D. Police 
Officer should ask such a question, I simply replied that I had not.  He then said to 
me: “Well, you should.  That story is required reading for all cadets in training in 
the N.Y.P.D. Counter Terrorism Task Force.” 
 
After bidding each other farewell, I was lost in thought as I strolled with my family 
through the labyrinth of corridors leading to our subway train back to Kings 
Highway. 
 
In 2003, the corridors leading to the New York City subways were plastered with 
huge posters screaming “IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING”, while  the 
corridors leading to the N.J. Path trains had posters screaming the slightly longer 
New Jersey slogan, “IF SOMETHING DOESN’T SEEM RIGHT, IT PROBABLY ISN’T.”  
Both posters had phone numbers to call. 
 
While glancing at the posters, I kept thinking about what Seargent Carmino had 
told me.  Issac Asimov was a Jewish Russian-born writer who wrote exclusively 



Science Fiction stories!  Also, he passed away almost ten years before 9/11.  Why 
would the N.Y.P.D. make this story required reading for cadets-in-training?  And 
for counter-terrorism of all things!  It just didn’t seem to make sense. 
 
Upon returning home, I couldn’t wait to go down to my basement to rummage 
through my English Literature text books.   I finally found the story, read it and 
exclaimed, “Boy, was he right!” 
 

YOUR ASSIGNMENT 
 
The assignment will be done like all other Text Analysis Responses that you have 
done in the past, but wth a slight “TWIST” to it. 
 

1.  Locate the Central Idea of the story, and document your choice with at 
least two quotes, as usual.  However, this time, add on an explanatory note 
as to why the NYPD Counter-Terroorism Task Force would find the Central 
Idea so useful for their cadet training. 

2. Locate and list at least three main Literary Elements that Issac Asimov uses 
in the story.  Then, choose the one Literary Element that would be most 
useful to the NYPD for their cadets’ training.  Document your choice with at 
least two quotes along with appropriate analysis, as usual. 

3. Write a concluding statement explaining why the NYPD uses this story for 
Counter-Terrorism Cadet Training. 

 
EXTRA CREDIT 
 
This story was written by Issac Asimov in 1975.  Taking the date into 
consideration:  Who do you think the Sakkaro family really is, as revealed by the 
last 7 (seven) lines of the story (the surprise ending.)? 
 
 

 
  



 
  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


